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www.northernspirit.com.au 


OVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR welcome 


| 
TOMORROW'S MARKET eg et GRAHAM 


FOOTBALL CLUB 
EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 13-15Ridge Street, ARNOLD 


North Sydney, NSW 2060 
Ph: 02 9460 2187 COLUMN 
Fax: 02 9460 2183 


Email: 
contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Digital answering machines, 
CLI units, DVD players 
and Mobile 
phones. 


Tonight we take on Perth Glory and what a 
game it promises to be. Last Friday night 
against Sydney United we rediscovered our 
Website: form in front of goal, thanks largely to the 
www.northernspirit.com.au return of Matthew Langdon. Langers was 
President: brilliant and made sure our strikers had plenty 
Kathryn Greiner of quality ball to get onto. He was instrumental in David Seal's goal, which 
seemed to lift Sealy to the level we know he can play at. His lack of goals 
has been well documented but the guy has worked hard and with Langers 
getting some good ball in, as did Luke Casserly and Robbie Slater, Sealy 


Vice-Chairman: and Tony Perinich will have plenty of chances to find the back of the net. 
Emmanuel Zammit 


Chairman: 
Remo Nogarotto 


While our attack was applauded after the Sydney United game it is our 
Rene Licata defence that holds the key to tonight's match against Perth Glory. The 
Peter Rix team from WA comes across the Nullabor with plenty of goals under their 
Lou Dulisse belts and it is no surprise when you look at the attacking players they have 
in their squad. Con Boutsianis, Bobby Despotovski, Alistair Edwards and 
Troy Halpin spearhead an attacking machine that has so far yielded 29 
goals in 15 matches. The match promises to generate plenty of goalmouth 


Assistant Coach: action and we are hopeful most of it arrives at the end we are attacking. 
lan Crook 


Directors: 
Available from all major retailers or call 
Eagle Wireless on 02 9758 0300 for your nearest stockist. 


Head Coach: 
Graham Arnold 


We were impressive in the game against Sydney United but at the risk of 


Club Physiotherapist: sounding like a broken record we need to string a few wins together. The 


Bill Collins 3-0 victory hoisted Northern Spirit into ninth place on the National Soccer 
Youth Team Coach: League ladder but we are still seven points away from the Top Six. It is 
Gary Van Egmond going to be tough to break into the Top Six and to do so we have to start 
Colts Coach: beating the teams placed above us on the NSL ladder, 
Trevor Morgan But, before we start getting carried away, we have to remember what is 
A Spiri Super-Youth Coach: needed to ensure victory. Guts and determination are as crucial as quality 
thern Spirit Sab Trovato football and if we can combine the two | am confident of getting over the 
stores Goalkeeping Coach: top of Perth Glory - although it won't be easy. 
Action Sports Player - Insport - Steve Watson During the week a lot has been said about Matthew Langdon but another 
Warriewood alte North Sydney Operation Manager: guy who really impressed me was midfielder Michael Cunico. Coons has 
Sportscene - Grace Bros - Melissa Down spent a lot of time on the bench this year but he showed what he is 
Membership & Supporter capable of with a very dominant performance in the middle of the park. His 
Liason Officer: defence was great, he distributed the ball very well and he also made 
Micky Brock some penetrating runs. Not to mention the fact that he opened the scoring 


with a clinical finish. 


Administration Assistant: 

Danielle Kinsey So settle down and enjoy what should be an enthralling contest between 
two clubs at the forefront of Australian Soccer's push into the new 
David Mason/Javelin millennium. 


Media Director: 
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SUM VOLVO SHOOT-OUT 


Tonight at half-time 
catch the 
SCUDERIA VELOCE VOLVO 
SHOOT-OUT. 


For a chance to take part in the SCUDERIA VELOCE VOLVO SHOOT-OUT 
at the next home game, fill out a form available from the Northern Spirit match day 
volunteers and place it in the entry box located at the main concourse stairs. 


The winner from each SCUDERIA VELOCE VOLVO SHOOT-OUT 
will win the use of a Volvo S40 1.8 for the weekend, and will go into the 
Grand Final, which will be held at the last home game of the season, against 
Parramatta Power on Friday, 28th April 2000. 


THE FIRST PERSON TO KICK THE BALL 
THROUGH THE NOMINATED HOLE WILL WIN A 
VOLVO S40 1.8 MANUAL SEDAN WALUED AT 
$44,935. 


For more information or 
to arrange a test-drive of any model in the Volvo range please call 
SCUDERIA VELOCE MOTORS 
at Lindfield on 02 9416 0000, 
or drop in to see us at 283 Pacific Highway, Lindfield. 
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captains call 


with Robbie Slater 


t last! | don’t have to start by 
A... for another inept 
performance and can say that that was a 
good win last Friday night and perhaps we 
should have scored a few more. But that’s 
football after all. The important thing is that 
we don’t get carried away. It’s a step in the 
right direction but there is still a long way to 
go this season. 


Young Mattie Langdon was at his brilliant 
best, although he can do better as he wasn’t 
fully fit for this match. It was great to see 
him score his first NSL goal. He deserved it 
after the performance he put up during the 
70-minutes he was on the field. As well as 
scoring our third, he also set-up the other 
two. 


Congratulations to Luke Casserly on his 
150th NSL game. |’m pleased for him, not to 
mention the team, that it was a winning 
milestone for him. 


| thought we played with more commitment 
than in previous matches and the result was 
a mixture of hard work, skillful play and 
plenty of heart. We will need to keep this 
going if we are to make the play-offs again 
this year. After all, we are the ONLY club to 
have made the Top Six play-off matches 
every season that they have been in the NSL! 


Tonight we face a sterner test in Perth Glory. 
They are sitting second on the ladder behind 
Sydney Olympic at the moment and are one 


of the clubs where we can gauge just how far 
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we have come this season. Three points 
tonight are very important and if we are to 
reach the ultimate goal of the elusive play-off 
games, we need to beat the clubs that are 
sitting near the top of the table. It’s the only 
way we can climb up there with them. 


It was wonderful to see so many fans back 
here on Friday night and the noise levels 
reaching the same as last year. | hope it 
continues tonight as you the supporters have 
a very large part to play. 


the next generation 


the next generation 


with Dave Mason 


At the start of the 1999-2000 season when Graham 
Arnold sat down to evaluate 
his squad for the coming season he decided to put a 
lot of faith in the next crop of exciting youngsters 
coming through the Northern Spirit system. 


And why wouldn't he? 


During the extremely successful debut 
season in the NSL, Arnold put his faith in 
several youngsters and they stood tall. 


Paul Henderson, Matthew Langdon and 
Michael Cunico were stand out performers 
after coming to Northern Spirit hoping just to 
play a first grade game - if that! 


They turned out to be three key players and 
even when Arnold was forced to dip into the 
youth team as injuries and suspensions 
mounted no player let him down. 


So, when assembling a squad for this year he 


expanded the apprenticeship/youth scheme 
to hand nine players a chance to break into 
the NSL. 


Seven of them have already played first 
grade, and showed signs that Arnold was 
justified in laying faith in their ability. 


Ryan Griffiths, Adam Griffiths, Jack Sobezyk, 
Shane Lyons, Simon Catanzaro, Adam 
Snyder and Tony Faria have all graced the 
Northern Spirit first grade side. 


Sobezyk is now a regular member of the first 
grade side with Adam Griffiths also showing 


he has what it takes with six consecutive first 


grade matches to his credit. 


Throw in recent performances from Ryan 


Griffiths, Snyder and Catanzaro off the bench 


and an encouraging stint by Lyons and it is 
obvious that the Class of 1999-2000 has 
graduated with flying colours. 


A lot of the credit must go to Youth Team 
coach Gary Van Egmond, who is responsible 
for giving the players the hardened edge it 
takes to take the big leap from youth team to 
first grade. 


ss net 


Ryan Griffiths 
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hane Lyons 


A lot of credit must also go to the system in 
place at Northern Spirit whereby the nine 
players (including Jess Van Stratten and Elvis 
Olic) train with the first grade squad every day. 


It takes out the problem of young players 
having to fit into the first grade system and 
allows them to know the style of play and 
individual habits of their teammates. 


"It is tough for young guys coming into first 
grade but | have had no hesitation in giving 
the young guys a chance because | see what 
they can do on a daily basis," said Northern 
Spirit Head Coach Graham Arnold. 


“Every time | have called on one of the young 
guys to come into the first grade side they 


have slipped into the team really well. That 
has a lot to do with the quality of the players 
but it is also a testament to the system we 
have in place." 


The apprenticeship/youth system also 

exposes the younger players to experienced 
stars like Robbie Slater, Matthew Bingley, lan 
Crook, Mark Rudan and even Arnold himself. 


This interaction accelerates the learning 
curve and is one of the reasons why so many 
young players have come into the Northern 
Spirit squad and adapted quickly to the 
rigours of the National Soccer League. 


With the Class of 1999-2000 well established 
it remains to be seen who will graduate along 
with the Class of 2000-2001. 


Se 
Adam Synder 
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INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR 
TOMORROW'S MARKEE’ 


EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Digital answering machines, 
CLI units, DVD players 
and Mobile 
phones. 


PROUD 
SPONSORS 
EAGLE OF 
fe. 


WIRBLESS 


Available from all major retailers or call 
Eagle Wireless on 02 9758 0300 for your nearest stockist. 


es 
wy 
ROYAL DOULTON fe 


PROUD SUPPORTERS “= 
FOF NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Royal Doulton offers 
a range of china and crystal to suit 
all lifestyles and gift giving occasions. 


For details of your nearest stockist 
call (02) 9499 1900 


Royal Doulton Australia Pty Limited ACN 000 078 562 
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fans eye view 


by Tancred Fergus 


it could be said that fate moves in mysterious way 

and after watching an exciting and much improved 
display from Northern Spirit last Friday night | can 
only agree. Perhaps it was the Matildas game at 6pm 
or perhaps everyone had returned from holidays 
looking forward to watching a Football game, but 
either way a crowd of 11,772 enjoy 90 minutes of wet 
and attractive Football. Spirit park was buzzing with 
the atmosphere and that was reflected in the delayed 
Sunday telecast on the ABC. 


Perth Glory make the long trip over from Western 
Australia for tonight's game and whatever the result, 
what we see tonight is the future of football in 
Australia. These two clubs have shown in recent years 
what can be achieved and show a direction for the 
future. Professional teams, both on and off the pitch 
playing in front of large crowds can and does happen 
in Australia. With the restructure of the league next 
year it is hoped more teams like this will emerge. 


It’s also a very interesting time for several of our 
national teams. Following the success of the U/17’s 
(the Joey's) in the World Youth Cup it’s great to see a 
planned direction for other national teams. The U/23's 
(The Olyroos’) are currently involved in a four nations 
tournament in Adelaide, playing Nigeria, Egypt and 
South Korea. This sort of tournament experience is 
vital for their Olympic preparation and the benefits 
should pay off at Sydney 2000. 


The Women's national team (the Matildas) are also 
continuing their Olympic preparation and after their 
appearance in the 1999 Women’s World Cup, not to 
mention the publishing of their calendar, the 
awareness and interest in this team in the Australia 
media is at an all time high. 


The Socceroos, who have not played a real game in 
over two years have begun their preparation to qualify 
for the 2002 World Cup. Playing regular games is a 
major part of this preparation and a good step forward 
in the eyes of the fans. For far too long our national 
team has played only “exhibition games” against 
teams such as the FIFA all-stars and real match 
practice is badly needed. Australia is currently ranked 
85th in the World (down from 35th in 1997) and this 
should improve in the coming months. Games against 
the Czech Republic (ranked 2nd in the world), Slovakia 
(21st), Chile (23rd) and Hungary (45th) have all been 


confirmed and by playing some of these games in 
Europe, Australia will be able to field it’s strongest 
side. 


All of this is working towards creating more media and 
general interest in football than before and as we get 
to watch the game tonight remember that Northern 
Spirit are playing it’s part in improving the national 
league and thus football in the country. 

Perth Glory are one of the few teams in Australia who 
Play before large crowds every home game. To 
intimate Perth this week we will need more than a 
large crowd, but a large and very noisy crowd. Against 
Sydney United you could hear the songs on the ABC 
as they spread around the ground and | know 
everyone will get into the atmosphere once again 
tonight. 


The next big away trip falls on Saturday, January 29th. 
Northern Spirit are away to Parramatta Power and with 
it’s excellent public transport connections the 
Supporters Committee will be letting cityrail provide 
the means to get there. | can guarantee the Spirit Park 
noise and atmosphere will follow the team to 
Parramatta and | hope to see many new faces in the 
away end. If you have not been away with the Spirit 
before this is the perfect opportunity to experience it. 


This is a fans page and, as such, we would 
like to hear your comments on anything 
Spirit related. You can contact us at: C/- 
Micky Brock, Northern Spirit FC, 15 Ridge 
St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 or for details 
of interstate travel, check out our website 
at - 

(02) 8250 4004. 


IF YOU ALL LOVE SPIRIT 
CLAP YOUR HANDS... 


» » and contact Northern Spirit Supporters 
Club to join with matchday entertainment or to 
find out about travel arrangements for state 
and interstate away games (infoline 8250 4004). 


The supporters club also organises open-days 
and other Northern Spirit Events for fans. 
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MAINTAIN THE 
LIFESTYLE YOU ENJOY 


GUARANTEED 
BUSINESS OVER AND 
ABOVE YOUR NORMAL 
TRADING 


20,000 BUSINESSES IN 
AUSTRALIA CAN’T BE 
WRONG 


IT’S ALL DONE WITH 
CREDEX 


FOR INQUIRIES PHONE FREE 
CALL 


1800-000-704 
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with Dave Mason 


ver the past two years Northern Spirit 
Coach Graham Arnold has had to lace up 
the boots and combine coaching and playing. 


Last season he wanted to play, this season he 
wanted to concentrate on coaching. 
Nevertheless, he did take the field six times on 
a "when needed" basis. 


Now, he has officially retired from the National 
Soccer league to concentrate on his coaching 
duties. 


This time there can be no re-appearances as 
he has been de-registered as an NSL player 
and will help out former teammate and Manly 
Warringah Dolphins Coach Tony Pezzano. 


Arnie is going to play for the Dolphins in the 
NSW State Super League, when Northern 
Spirit commitments allow him. 


It is a big boost for the Manly Warringah club, 
which forms a big part of Northern Spirit's 
feeder system, which takes in the entire 
Northern Sydney area from the Harbour 
Bridge to Hornsby, and even up as far as the 
Central Coast 


Explaining the decision Arnie said: "| still feel 
the urge to play and | want to be able to do so 
without having to coach at the same time. 
“Playing and coaching at the same time is 
tough and it takes away the enjoyment of 
playing. More importantly it doesn't allow me 
to do my job as Northern Spirit coach properly 
and the interests of the Northern Spirit 
Football Club come first." 


Dw: Seal's first goal at North Sydney Oval 
was also cause for much celebration. 
After Arnie banished him to youth league 
Sealy has really put his mind to getting back 
into the first grade side. He underwent some 
pretty intense “extra training" from everyone's 
best friend at training, Tim Rogers, who looks 
after the fitness and conditioning of the side. 


Like Paul Bilokapic and Luke Casserly, Sealy 


has come back a better player and looked 
very lively during the Sydney United match. 
His partnership up front with Tony Perinich is 
starting to gel. Let's hope it continues to 
blossom and sends plenty more goals in 
Northern Spirit's direction. 


wr on Sealy, his excitement at scoring 
his first goal at North Sydney Oval was 
cause for a big celebration in front of the Spirit 
Point boys but unfortunately it landed him in 
trouble with referee Simon Micallef. 

A yellow card followed for leaving the field of 
play in what has to be the most ridiculous rule 
in the game. 


Fair enough if players run to opposition fans to 
incite trouble but an outpouring of emotion is 
certainly no cause for a yellow card. 

In saying that, Micallef is just following the rules 
given to him. At a time when we are trying to 
make the game more attractive and exciting, 


surely there has to be a directive to allow 
players to celebrate goals. It happened a 
couple of weeks ago to Sydney Olympic's 
Peter Zorbas and led to him being sent off, 
something the game does not need! 


Ow good was it to see Matty Langdon 

back on the field last Friday night against 
Perth Glory! His wizardry on the left hand side 
of the park has been missing and his presence 
not only meant David Seal and Tony Perinich 
enjoyed better service into the penalty box but 
it seemed to lift the side. "Puppy" as he is 
known is a very popular member of the 
Northern Spirit side and the players were 
genuinely happy for him. 
Surprisingly, the strike was Langers' first goal 
in the National Soccer League, in his 32nd 
match. 


But, boy was it worth the wait. 
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a Spirited season 


NOW ON SALE 
AND PRICED AT JUST $10 PER COPY, 
‘A SPIRITED SEASON’ RELIVES THE 
ROLLER-COASTER RIDE THAT WAS 
THE 98/99 SEASON. 


IT COVERS EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED AND IS 
THE ‘OFFICIAL’ HISTORY OF THE INAUGERAL 
CAMPAIGN WITH MANY PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED 
PHOTOS AND INTERVIEWS. 


EVERY MATCH REPORT IS INCLUDED WITH ALL THE 
TEAM LINE-UPS - BOTH HOME AND AWAY - AND 
COMES ENCOMPASSED IN 80 FULL COLOUR 
GLOSSY A4 PAGES. 


CHECK OUT THE MERCHANDISE VAN DOWN AT THE 
McCARTNEY END OF THE GROUND OR SEE MICKY 
BROCK ON THE CONCOURSE AT ‘SPIRIT POINT’ TO 

OBTAIN YOUR COPY, BUT BE QUICK, THEY ARE 
SELLING FAST, VERY FAST INDEED! 


Mercure, with over 400 hotels worldwide, 
is a proud supporter of soccer. We were 
hosts to thousands of players and spectators 
during the 1998 World Cup in France, 
and we are now a major sponsor of 


soccer in Australia 


Join the players at over 30 Mercure hotels, 
resorts and inns around Australia... we're 


ready to score goals! 


Mercure Hotels... a proud sponsor 
of Northern Spirit. 


s- 
ACCOR 


For reservations please call 1300 65 65 65 
or your AFTA or licensed travel agent. 


with Micky Brock 


I their first international match of the 
season, and in the new century, Australia 
unfortunately went down by two goals to nil 
against a Swedish side high on confidence 
and ability here at Spirit Park. 


Australia looked nervous in front of a 
boisterous Northern Spirit crowd and, it has to 
be said, they conceded two sloppy goals that 
cost them the game. With fifteen minutes 
gone a defensive error, when two defenders 
attempted to relieve Hanna Ljunberg of the 
ball, allowed the Sweden player through to 
beat Tracey Wheeler in the Matildas goal. 


Sharon Black floated over a free-kick for 
Australia soon after but it passed over Julie 
Murray and Katrina Boyd who were lurking at 
the posts and the danger passed for Sweden 
in what was one of Australia’s best 
opportunities of the game. 


Cecilia Sandell netted a second for Sweden 
after 25-minutes to put the Matildas further 
onto the back foot and needing to chase the 
game. 


Alison Forman, the Australian captain on the 
night, received a yellow card for pulling the 
shirt of an opponent as she bore down on 
goal but the resultant free-kick posed no 
danger to Wheeler as it sailed harmlessly wide. 


Australia never let the heads drop and 
attempted to fight back strongly and were 


unlucky just before the break. Julie Murray 
took the free-kick awarded to Australia just 
outside the box but it deflected off the wall for 
a corner with which the Matildas couldn’t find 
the net. It turned out to be almost the last 
action of an entertaining 45-minutes. 


Australia came out fighting hard in the 
second-half but with Sweden setting their stall 
out to hold on to the lead they had previously 
built up, it was never going to be an easy task, 


Coach Chris Tanzey made several changes 
during the second period but of note was that 
of bringing on Heather Garriock, giving the 17- 
year old her first appearance for the national 
side on home soil. 


Tanzey was to say after the match: “We didn’t 
play anything like the way we have been in 
training, perhaps only at about 30% of what 
we are really capable of and | feel | can 
confidently predict that by the time the 
Olympics come around you will see a far 
improved Matildas side.” 


“We've only played two internationals since | 
took over and I’m sure everyone will see a 
huge improvement in our next match,” he 
concluded. 


In the other match, played at Olympic Park in 
Melbourne, USA beat the Czech Republic by 
eight goals to one in what can only be 
described as a ‘slightly’ one-sided game. 
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TRIVIA NIGHT 


MEMBERS I 


All ‘Mix 106.5 Club Spirit? members are 

cordially invited to a football Trivia Night 

next month with door prizes, raffles and 
lot’s of fun. 


ALL first team players have been requested to attend and 
to help out on the evening but you will need to 
register your interest quickly. 

(This is for the Adult members only, not juniors). 


It is a strictly ‘Members Only’ affair and we’ll be giving you more 


details of what’s up for grabs in the coming weeks. 


DATE: Wednesday, 23rd February 2000 
VENUE: Bowling Club (behind NSO) 
TIME: 7.00pm until midnight 


Entry is FREE to members and the night promises to be 
full of fun and games. 


Remember! Strictly ‘Mix 106.5 Club Spirit’ members only 
will be allowed entry. 


Ring Phil Moss or Micky Brock 
for more details on: 9460 2187 


EMEE >< ‘Club Spirit’ 


106-5 Fn 
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first team statistics 


ROUND 15 RESULTS 


Perth Glory 1 (Ergic 15) 


Gippsland Falcons 0 


Newcastle Brkrs 3 (Moore 19, McManus 70, Harper 72p) 


Sydney Olympic 2 (Mendez 34, Macalister 81) 


Carlton 1 (Marth 90) 


Football Kingz 1 (Deans 1109) 


Brisbane Strikers 4 (Harris 45, Foster 48,55, Grierson 51) 


Melbourne Knights 0 


Northern Spirit 3 (Cunico 16, Seal 47, Langdon 67) 


<|<|<|<|< 


Sydney United 0 


Adelaide Force 1 (Kemp 52) 


v 


Canberra Cosmos 0 


(Other matches postponed due to Olyroo and World Club Championship commitments). 


ROUND 15 TABLE 


P W D L F A Pts Home Avg Att 
Syd Olympic 15 9 3 2 26 14 30 5876 
Perth Glory 15 (Sa eer) 29 7 
Brisbane Str 15 8 4 3 25 _13 
Cariton 14 ee 2 27 14 
Wollongong 15 {fe sae Hea J 3 29 22 
Newcastle Brks 15_ a) 3 22 19 
Marconi Stal 14 = 5 19 18 
Football Kingz 15 5 anne 5 26 27 
Nthrn Spirit 15 Ss Sie 8 15 21 
Sth Melbourne 14 5 3 6 22 21 
Adelaide Force 15 4 5 6 _ 15 msi 
Gippsland Fal Ti ae ec 5 6 10 15 
Parra Power ee A oe 4) 3 7 23 26 
Melb Knights 15 1 10 14 31 
(Caer Cos na ean NE 2 O10 ENT 7 29 
Sydney Utd in 3 10 8 23 
Appearances 
= = NSL TOTALS 

___Aps Sub _ Gis yc R/C Aps Gls 
P Henderson” _ — 3 Ss Sen Soi 2 ad eat er 
R Enes ee ES S a a 1 
M Langdon 9 1 1 zi 32 1 
MBingley 14 = 3 1 212 39 
M Rugan 9 i ayaa = 88 8 
L Casserly ii 5 2 2 2 150 3 
R Slater = SS Sa - 2 aa =e E226 55 
TPerinich 6 3 3 : 2 79 YESS 
D Seal 9 eae, IMEI) - 114 60 
T Cranney 14 =. 1 2 4 215 16 
S Catanzaro > 5 2 : 5 2 
P Bilokapic 9 1 2 3 : 128 MW 
G Amold al 5 a - 2 2 
J Perosh* re 12 5 5 on 42 : 
M Cunico 3 10 1 = 33 
J Sobezyk ae 10 (ee - = a2 
A Saad 6 3 ey) = = 184 
S Cranney a awe 3 = re 133 
| Crook i Sas 1 2 17 
C Zane 3 = : 1 S 100 
P Moss 3 5 1 1 2 28 
A Faria 1 1 : > = i SEETES 2 
R Griffiths Fil 1 = = 3 2 rice 
A Griffiths 6 : = 1 = 6 c 
D Culina Ae il = 2 6 2 
S$ Lyons 2 2 : 1 2 i ae 
A Snyder : 3 =i : 5 : 
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NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 1999/2000 UPDATE 


NORTHERN DIVISION TABLE 


Syd Utd Yth_ F NS Youth F* Marconi Yth_ 3 NS Youth 2 P w OD - F A Pts 
Newc. Colts 2_NSYouth 3 Syd Oly Acad2_NS Youth 6 Syd Olympic hou Oe 3 
NS Youth 1 _Newetle Yth_0 NS Youth 1 SydU. Colts 2 Parra Power 4 10 2 2 9 12 32 
NSWIS 1 NSYouth 1 | ACTAS 2 NSYouth 2 OAS SIO Sal ed 
NS Youth 1 Syd Oly Yth 2 NS Youth 2 QAS 1 Als OEE OID 2 
32. (18 26 
Wollongong 0 NS Youth 1 NS Youth 6 Sydney Utd_1 sSion TRUER 
| Newcastle Brks 15 8 1 6 27 617 25 
NS Youth 4 NSColts 1 | United forfeit game* 
a Se | Marconi Stal 13° 8 0 5 24°21 24 
AIS 1 NS Youth 2 | - —— = 
Ps ACTAS 405 5 4 23° (28 20 
Sydney Utd i2ERC MS ae 
NATIONAL COLTS LEAGUE Meee /2000) UPDATE NSWis 5 3 5 2B 15 18 
Syd Utd ¥th 0 NSColts 0 Als 8 NSColts 0 Syd Oly Acad 54S TORO TSTINES 5 
NS Colts 4 Newctle Goltst NSColts 0 MarcStal_ 3 Newcastle Colts 1664 #2 +«40 «+19 «32 14 
| ue 
Newctle Yth_1_NSColts 0 | NSColts 3 Syd Oly Acad2 Marconi Colts ue Sn ATES 13 
NS Colts 2 NSWIS 1 | NSColts 0 SydUColts 0 Wollongong esp 2isamisseer, 44 
Syd Olympic 1 NSColts 1 | NSColts 1 ACTAS 2 NS Colts te 26 i 
NSColts 1 NSYouth 4 | NSColts 1 QAS on SydUtdCots 15 28 eon 
Colts | NS Colts Mar Wollongong Colts 1 0 1 1 


Visit Australia's leading Soccer Website 


>» World Soccer News Feed 
>» NSL Results, Match Previews & Stats 
> Soccer Australia Updates 


www.isport.com.au 
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“The SPIRIT of the game” 


spirit at home 


Friday, 7th January 2000. 


with Micky Brock 


Att: 11,772 


Northern Spirit - 3 (Cunico 16, Seal 47, Langdon 67) 


Sydney United - 0 


ge United may have arrived at 
Spirit Park as the Pumas, but they left 
looking like kittens at the final whistle of 
this match and, more importantly perhaps, 
in particular the Mattie Langdon show. 


Returning to the starting line-up after 
several weeks out with groin and 
inflamed pelvic problems, Landon had 
only two training sessions before being 
rushed back into the side, he was in 
sparkling form and picked up where he 
had left off before injury ruled him out 
and it proved to be the undoing of a 
United side struggling to come to terms 
with this season. 


Indeed it was the 19-year old ‘Langers’ 
who sent in a pinpoint cross for Spirit’s 
first goal after 16-minutes. Crossing 
from the left, Michael Cunico rose to 
head home and start the ball rolling for a 
home team short on confidence. 


With many other chances falling by the 
wayside, Spirit were to enter the break 
with just a one-nil lead when their play 
was probably deserving of much better, 
but at least the 12,000 crowd were happy 
and in fine voice after warming the larynx 
in the previous Matildas v Sweden match. 


Spirit were to finally remove the monkey 
off the back when David Seal added a 
second two minutes after the break with 
another text book header. It was his 
second of the season after he scored on 
the opening day, again the second goal 
of the game which was also a header, 


and his second against this opposition. 
Once more, Langdon set-up the 
opportunity with another accurate cross 
from the left. ‘Sealy’, in his excitement 
after scoring, leapt the advertising 
hoardings at the Spirit Point end of the 
ground leaving the official with no other 
option than to show to yellow card under 
the guidelines presently in operation. 


Langdon’s night was not yet complete 
however. With 67-minutes on the clock, 
the little left-wing wizard cut inside and 
unleashed a right foot shot from 20- 
meters out that soon had the Pumas net 
rippling in the drizzling rain. 


It capped a remarkable come back for 
Langdon, who was replaced soon after to 
a standing ovation. “Tonight went better 
than | thought it would to be honest,” 
said the winger coyly. 


“| was hoping to last for 70-minutes 
tonight and to see how well the injury 
held up, but after the way things went, | 
didn’t want to come off at all.” 


Although the three-nil win sparked a few 
party’s for the Spirit fans after the game, 
and during in several areas, there is still 
a long, long way to go this season. 
Hopefully, although one result at this stage 
will not make it or break it for Spirit, this 
game will hopefully be the catalyst that 
ignites the season for the north shore 
club, as did the four-nil trouncing of 
Marconi during the previous campaign, 
and the season will kick on from here. 
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fair play standings 
with Micky Brock 


ith the season almost halfway through, the 

time has come to take a look at the 
individual teams performances on the park, not in 
the sense of where they stand on the NSL table, 
rather where they are in the ‘Fair Play’ stakes. 


For this group of statistics, it must be understood 
that should a player receive two Yellow cards in 
any given game, automatically receiving the Red 
variety on the second occasion, the first Yellow 
card is dismissed and only the Red card counts, 


as per the'rules and regulations laid out by the 
governing body. 


For the purposes of this table, which will be 
updated regularly throughout the remainder of the 
season, each Yellow card is counted as one point 
and each Red card is trebled to three points. 


Each team is listed and followed by the cards 
collected and points accumulated using the 
system above. The final column relates to the 
team’s standing on the NSL ladder. 


CLUB YELLOW RED POINTS POS 
Marconi Stallions 33 6 51 7th 
Sydney Olympic 7 4 49 ist 
Canberra Cosmos 32 5 47 15th 

South Melbourne 37 3 46 iC 
Wollongong Wolves 56. aie 3 45 5th 
Football Kingz 33 4 45 8th 
Parramatta Power 32 4 44 13th 
Adelaide Force 35 2 40 ith 
Melbourne Knights 30 3 39 14th 
Sydney United 26 4 38 16th 
Gippsland Falcons 32 1 35 72th 

Perth Glory 25 3 34 2nd 
Carlton 18 3 oi 4th a 
Northern Spirit 24 1 27 i oh 
Brisbane Strikers 23 1 26 Se 
Newcastle Breakers 23 1 26 6th 


The above table shows that Spirit have had only 
the one participant enjoying the early bath in 
Robbie Enes, somewhat unfortunately it must be 
said, at Edensor Park on the opening day of the 
season as we ran out two-nil winners. 


Marconi sit at the bottom of this ‘Fair Play’ table 
because they are at the top. That may sound 
odd but look at the points, although South 
Melbourne are not that far behind. 


Branco Culina would be getting slightly worried at 
Sydney Olympic as the situation isn’t looking too 

good for later in the season. Thirty-Seven Yellow 
(equalled only by South Melbourne) and four Red 


cards after fifteen matches leaves a number of 
players perilously close to being suspended. The 
card situation, at all clubs, will come into play 
much more as we approach the end of the 
season of course. 


It can be confidently predicted at this time that 
several players, from no club in particular and all 
in general, will shortly be over the limit, especially 
if nearing a couple of weeks rest already maybe, 
so that they will have a clear run in the Top Six 
race. 


What it also shows is that it’s not always the nice 
guys who win perhaps? 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


youth appearances 


ROSS KETHEL 


NICKNAME:Rosco 
HEIGHT: 189cm 
WEIGHT: 77kg 
DOB: 19/1/81 


PLACE OF BIRTH: 
North Sydney 


PREVIOUS CLUBS: Gladesville-Hornsby, Sydney 
Olympic, Ryde City 
LAST CLUB PLAYED FOR: Ryde City 


REP HONOURS: NSW U/16s, Metropolitan 
North Rep (Schools) 


BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 
Parents and Sab Trovato 


BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Don't have 
any big ones at this stage of my career 


FAV FOOTBALL MEMORY: Winning three 
Grand Finals with Gladesville-Hornsby and 
winning the National Titles with NSW. 


FAV MOMENT OF LAST SEASON: Playing 
first grade for Ryde City and scoring 


MOST MEMORABLE GOAL: Any one | get 
because they are far and few between! 


PERSONAL MOTIVATION: Knowing my dad 
is watching me 


WORDS OF ADVICE: Train as you play 


AMBITION IN FOOTBALL: To play 
professionally and to succeed 


HOBBIES/INTERESTS: Going to the beach 
and going out 


FAV DRINK: OJ and Powerade 
FAV TV SHOW: Friends 

FAV MOVIE: American Pie 

FAV MUSIC: R ‘n’ B 


YOUTH TEAM APPEARANCES 1999/2000 


Aps 


Sub 


isi R/C 


J Perosh* 


3 


A Snyder 


7 


EOlic 


R Griffiths 


J Sobezyk 


A Griffiths 


J Monie 


D Kane 


T MacRae 


S Catanzaro 


RKethel 


S Miller 


A Faria 


P Antar 


A lsrael 


C Sharp* 


P Bilokapic 


D Culina 


M Cunico 


J Hamilton 


P Henderson* 


P Moss 
M Prentice 


D Brickell 


S$ Lyons 


D Seal 


$ Cranney 


JWan Statten® 


T Perinich 


P Wearne 


* Goalkeepers 


NEXT MATCH 


NS Youth v Wollongong Colts 
Saturday, 15th January 2000, Christe park. Kick-off 4.30pm 


Marconi Colts v NS Youth 
Sunday, 23rd January 2000, Marconi Stadium, Kiek-off 4.00pm 


NS Youth v Marconi Gots 


Wednesday, 26th January 2000, Christie Park. Kick-off 4.30pm 
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Last Season 
The Premier League 
Enjoyed a Weekly Television 
of 450 Million; 


a 


The Quality of the Football 


Mit > 


The authority 


Australian Distributors: Mitre Sports Pty. Ltd. 
Telephone: (02) 4577 1670 Fax: (02) 4587 8304 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


with Dave Mason 


M ichael Cunico had a magnificent 
game against Sydney United but 


was sadly overshadowed a bit by Matty 
Langdon's successful return from injury. 
Before the match Coons had started in 
just two matches and was used as a 
substitute 10 times’ by Graham Arnold. 


Starting his third game of the year Coons 
took control of the middle of the field with 
some penetrating runs, deft passing and 
solid defence. 

His goal was a just reward and it was also 
pleasing to see him get into the penalty 
box on several other occasions. 


If he keeps his form it is hard to see him 
adding to his tally of 10 substitute 
appearances as a regular staring position 
beckons. 


atthew Bingley played his first full 
M game at sweeper against Sydney 
United and handled himself brilliantly. The 
defence was marshaled well and he came 
up with some telling last-man tackles. 


With Arnie hanging up the boots and lan 
Crook on the long-term injury list, Bingers 
may well have stamped his name on a 
new position. 


Since joining Northern Spirit this time last 
year he has played in six different 
positions; Stopper, sweeper, wing back, 
central midfielder, striker and sitting in 
behind the strikers. 


The only position he hasn't played is 
goalkeeper. Don't laugh, if John Perosh 
ever goes off injured during a game a 
replacement has to be found from on the 
field. 


Given his adaptability, Bingers would have 
to be the first choice! 


atty Langdon's goal and Phil Moss's 
M strike against Marconi leaves Troy 
Cranney and Jack Sobczyk as the only 
regular members of the Northern Spirit 
first grade side not to have found the back 
of the net over the past two years. 
Paul Henderson and John Perosh have 
been excused. 


For all Northern Spirit's goalscoring woes 
the following players have scored since 
the club's debut last year: 


Rudan, Marusic, Watkins, Slater, 
Bilokapic, Crook, Zane, Enes, Cunico, 
Arnold, Bingley, Casserly, Seal, Perinich, 
Saad, Moss and Langdon have all found 
the net. 


Current players who have played first 
grade, but haven't scored are: Adam 
Snyder (5 games), Simon Catanzaro (5 
games), Sean Cranney (4 games), Adam 
Griffiths (6 games), Tony Faria (5 games), 
Ryan Griffiths (2 games), Paul Wearne (4 
games) and Shane Lyons (4 games). 


Who will be next to get off the mark? 
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colt appearances 


IAIN CHURCH 


NICKNAME: 
Churchy 


HEIGHT: 
185cm 
WEIGHT: 
78kg 

DOB: 
13/10/82 
PLACE OF BIRTH: 
Sydney 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Warringah Dolphins 
LAST CLUB PLAYED FOR: 
Warringah Dolphins 

REP HONOURS: 

Working on them 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 
Family 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: 

None to speak of yet 

FAV FOOTBALL MEMORY: 

Scoring the winner against Marconi last year 
FAV MOMENT OF LAST SEASON: 
See Above 

MOST MEMORABLE GOAL: 

Above again 

PERSONAL MOTIVATION: 

love of the game 

WORDS OF ADVICE: 

Never lose sight of your goals 
AMBITION IN FOOTBALL: 

To play professionally 
HOBBIES/INTERESTS: 

Sleeping and eating 

FAV DRINK: 

Milk 

FAV TV SHOW: 

South park 

FAV MOVIE: 

Happy Gilmour 


FAV MUSIC: 
Everything 


COLTS TEAM 
APPEARANCES 1999/2000 
Aps Sub Gis ye RC 
M Nelson* 2 2 
C Sharpe* 7 
D Anderson 12 we 
C Jones 14 3 2 
P Wearne 6 = 2 (1) 
G McLean 8 2 1 1 
A Monteleone 8 1 3 
N Vasili 14 1 1 
A Snyder 4 2 1 
LBerbis 13 eel 2 8 
C Talevski 8 4 2 
A Faria 3 - 1 
JMajurovski__14 ee = 
REnes 1 fie 
MCunico__ 3 eee 
TPerenich 2 raat 1 
N Foti 5 Ae 1 = 
M Sutton 6 3 + 2 
P-Dougheney* 1 5 - 
Church ig. 4 3 - 
A Saginian 4 1 
DCulina 1 a 
A Griffiths 1 : iS 
D Watkins 3 1 
$ Teofilo 2 2 
S Lyons 3 cine u 
J Schirripa 2 4 - 
PHendersons 2 
A Zammit 3 
N Moulds 1 
JVan Stratten* 2 - 
P Moss Se 
S Cranney 1 1 
* Goalkeepers n 
NEXT MATCH 


NS Colts v Parra Power 


Saturday, 15th January 2000, Christie park. Kick-off 6.30pm 


NS Colts v Sydney Olympic Colts 
Sunday, 23rd January 2000, Christie Park, Kick-off 4.00pm 


BYE 


Wednesday, 26th January 2000 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


our visitors tonight 


with Micky Brock 


PERTH GLORY 


Tonight’s opposition were founded back in 1995 
but didn’t enter the National Soccer League until 
the 1996/97 season where they were unlucky to 
finish just a solitary point outside of the Top Six 

positions and final’s football. 


The crowds that flocked to watch the new team 
in Western Australia were almost unheard of and 
there is no secret that the Glory constructed the 
template that Spirit used and improved upon 
when entering the league last season. 


Glory, also like Spirit, made the final’s for the first 
time last season and record crowds (for the play- 
off final’s) of nearly 25,000 turned out to watch 
as Perth took the scalps of firstly Adelaide City 
and then the conquerors of Spirit, Marconi 
Stallions. 


In Alistair Edwards, former Socceroo team mate 
of both Arnie and the Bulldog, Bobby 
Despotovski and Con Boutsianis, Glory possess 
a powerful attacking front line. With young Ivan 
Ergic also contributing five goals up to round 
fourteen, Perth are no strangers to finding the 
net this season, as the Melbourne Knights would 
attest to after going down 6-1 in WA. 


Jason Petkovic has replaced Tony Franken in 
goal at a time when the latter was performing well 
for the side, proving that coach Bernd Stange is 


never afraid to ring in the changes if he needs to. 
This fixture, and its reverse, not only produced 
some marvelous football last season, it also 
amassed three red cards in what were never 
‘dirty’ games. Luke Casserly and Paul Bilokapic 
were both sent off in the Round Two match in 
Perth whilst Glory lost captain Gareth Naven in 
the return at Spirit Park. 


Nothing much has separated these two sides in 
their previous meetings and tonight promises to 
be another tight game with skill aplenty on the 
park. 


Stange has built a very settled side this year with 
many having played in every round to date, but 
changes have been made mainly due to 
suspension as opposed to injury. Jamie 
Harnwell has received five yellow cards, as has 
Troy Halpin. Kasey Werhman has also been 
sent-off twice this term, but Glory have never 
been known as a ‘hard’ side on the field. 


Tonight, we also welcome around 100 Glory fans 
to Spirit Park, led by Rick Cornwell of the Glory 
Supporters Club. 


Possible line-up: Petkovic, Trajkovski, Miller, 
Junior, Harnwell, Naven, Boutsianis, 
Despotovski, Ergic, Edwards, Halpin: Subs: 
Afkos, Thorp, Buljubasic or Werhman 


Friday January 14th, 2000 27 


